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Monday, May 30, 2016 

 

At the Nebraska State Republican Convention, Governor Pete Ricketts argued the need to 

“elect platform Republicans” to the Nebraska Legislature. He did not define “platform 

Republican,” but presumably he means those who vote as the party platform commands. 

 

The governor went on to individually identify and call out Republican state senators who 

did not always obey his or the platform’s wishes.  His admonition was unusually caustic 

given that otherwise the theme of the speech was party unity.  In addition, many of those 

he chastised were in the audience.  

 

The governor’s list included educators, business owners, lawyers, doctors, and farmers.  

All of them are well-known and respected conservatives elected by the people to obey their 

own convictions and principles, not the governor’s. 

 

“I do solemnly swear that I will support the constitution of the United States, and the 

Constitution of the State of Nebraska, and will faithfully discharge the duties […] 

according to the best of my ability…” 

 

-Oath of Office for elected state officials, e.g. Legislators, Governor, Supreme Court 

Judges 

 

The very constitution that all elected state officials avow to affirm enshrines a separation 

of powers. This creates the checks and balances that help our government remain vigilant 

and responsive to the people. Further, the constitution makes it clear that the legislative 

arm is to be the policy-making branch. The executive branch may certainly advise, or even 

propose legislation (with cooperation from senators), but it is prohibited from “[exercising] 

any power properly belonging to either of the others [i.e. the legislative or judicial 

branches]…” (Neb. Const. Art. § II-1).  

 

The power of veto allows the executive to ask the legislature to rethink a matter of policy, 

but it is well within the power of a supermajority of the legislature to override any veto—

the collective will of the legislature is therefore greater than the will of the executive. 

 



The Constitution of the State of Nebraska also establishes that our unicameral legislature 

be nonpartisan. “Each member shall be nominated and elected in a nonpartisan manner 

and without any indication on the ballot that he or she is affiliated with or endorsed by 

any political party or organization,” (Neb Const. Art.  § III-7). 

Individually we are Republicans, Democrats, Libertarians, and Independents. Together we 

are the singular Nebraska Legislature—an institution which operates through collaboration 

and expertise to uphold its distinct powers and privileges to create laws and policies.  

 

Former United States Senator and the father of our modern legislature, George Norris, 

stated “Qualifications, not politics should be the criterion for public service.”  Today, his 

message is more important than ever.  Unfortunately, his message is discouraged by some 

in power. 

Governor Ricketts believes political party trumps principle. Our nonpartisan, unicameral 

legislature has lasted for eighty years, and, barring the will of the people for a new 

legislative experiment, we will not surrender our nonpartisan and constitutional duties. 

 

We support the Nebraska Constitution and not any particular political party. 

 

Senator Kathy Campbell 

Chair, Health & Human Services Committee 

District 25 

 

Senator Ernie Chambers 

District 11 

 

Senator Colby Coash 

District 27 

 

Senator Tanya Cook 

District 13 

 

Senator Laura Ebke 

District 32 

 

Senator Mike Gloor 

Chair, Revenue Committee 

District 35 

 

Senator Burke Harr 

Chair, Business & Labor Committee 

District 8 

 

 

 

 

Senator Sara Howard 

District 9 

 

Senator Bob Krist 

Chair, Executive Board 

District 10 

 

Senator Heath Mello 

Chair, Appropriations Committee 

District 5 

 

Senator Adam Morfeld 

District 46 

 

Senator Patty Pansing Brooks 

District 28 

 

Senator Paul Schumacher 

District 22 

 

Senator Kate Sullivan 

Chair, Education Committee 

District 41 


