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Local Value

• As Nebraska’s statewide public media broadcaster, NET serves 
all 93 counties with television, radio, web and mobile services.  

• Some 906,000 Nebraskans watch NET Television weekly, which 
is 49% of Nebraska’s TV viewing households. The NET Television 
live web streams total 3.5 million minutes for FY 2016 with more 
than 60,000 requests to live stream our content (in addition to 
state government streams). More than 4,000 people downloaded 
the NET Nebraska App in FY 2016 for a total of 18,000 
downloads for viewing on the go.

• More than 100,000 people tune in to NET Radio each week. The 
News/Classical stream had more than 480,000 sessions totaling 
more than 22 million live-streamed minutes; the News/Jazz 
stream had more than 217,000 sessions totaling more than nine 
million live-streamed minutes. More than 75,000 users accessed 
live content via our website and more than 11,000 accessed live 
content via our NET Radio App for listening on the go.

• Membership remains strong at 23,479 active members. NET is 
also supported by businesses and foundations across the state, 
the University of Nebraska and the State of Nebraska.

Key Services

• Local documentaries and series shine a spotlight on Nebraska’s 
history, people, places and culture, including NET Television’s 
Nebraska Stories series in its seventh season.

• NET News’ Signature Stories, which air on NET Radio, focus 
on critical issues across the state, from farming to energy to 
legislative debates. More than 250 stories are produced each 
year on transportation, health, aging, world affairs, immigration 
and agriculture.

• Nebraskans count on emergency weather alerts from NOAA radio 
sites maintained by NET engineers. NET Radio is the first station 
notified by the Nebraska Emergency Management Agency during 
times of routine testing, or an actual alert.

• Free apps for access on the go: NET Nebraska App delivers 
live and on-demand content; Nebraska Capitol Live App offers 
instant access to legislative and state government activities; and 
the NET Radio App delivers live access to both radio channels 
(News/Classical & News/Jazz).

Robin
Rural Nebraskan

The mission of NET  
is to enrich lives and 

engage minds by connecting 
communities and celebrating 
Nebraska with services that 

educate and enlighten.

“It’s how I stay 
informed. It seems to be 
balanced and unbiased.  

I don’t feel like I’m being 
sold something.  I’m being 

offered information and 
perspective.  It’s really 

good programming.  
It’s quality.”
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LOCAL IMPACT
•NET connects Nebraskans to gavel-to-gavel live 

coverage on television, online and via apps to live 
streams from 11 state government venues, including 
the main legislative chamber, seven committee hearing 
rooms, the Nebraska Supreme and Appellate Courts and 
the Governor’s Hearing Room.  

• More than 100,000 requests were made to stream 
live Statehouse coverage, totaling nearly 7.5 million 
minutes streamed from these 11 state government 
venues.

• The Radio Talking Book service connects more than 
5,000 visually impaired Nebraskans to recordings and 
a communication lifeline via technology provided by NET 
Radio.

•23,610 people subscribe to NET’s e-newsletters.

• The weekly radio series All About Books remains NET’s 
top podcast with 630 subscribers and the average 
number of daily subscribers to all podcasts was 1740 for 
FY2016.

• Facebook users have increased 41% and Twitter users 
have increased 17% compared to the previous year.

• Videos on NET’s YouTube Channel were viewed 
330,014 times, up 21% from FY2015. Total minutes 

viewed were 1,073,323, an increase of 22%.

• NET live streaming had a total of 
169,130 sessions with 10,973,522 

total minutes viewed.

Rebekah 
College Student

Host Pat Leach

“I feel really  
fortunate to be able to 
dig deeper into topics 

I’m interested in through 
Nebraska’s public broadcasting 
outlets.  I even stay connected 
through the NET Radio App on 

my phone when I’m on vacation.  
I like to keep up on local and 

international news  
when I travel.” 



32016 NET LOCAL CONTENT AND SERVICE REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

FOCUS ON LOCAL, ORIGINAL CONTENT
NET Television produces local programs that connect  
Nebraskans to their place and history and offer valuable 
perspective on local issues.

Documentaries, Series & Specials Include  
The new NET television special Discovering Nebraska explored the unique 
places, people and things to do as Nebraska’s gems are ready to be discov-
ered.

Nebraska’s Sacred Places took viewers across the state to explore  
locations tied to religion, history or that offer a respite from the chaos and 
routine of daily lives.

Behind-the-Scenes at Antiques Roadshow Omaha was produced when the 
popular PBS series taped three episodes in Omaha.  As part of the show, 
producer Marsha Bemko shared her favorite appraisal – Frank Lloyd Wright 
house plans from The Sutton House in McCook.

Bago Boys chronicled the long road to Winnebago’s first boys state champ- 
ionship since 1940 and the challenges players faced on and off the court 
on the Winnebago Reservation.

Nebraska Stories, now in its seventh season, features smart storytelling as 
it explores who we are and how we live in our great state.   
 
Sports is a big part of Nebraska life and NET Television regularly covers high 
school and collegiate sports live for broadcast across the state, including 
girls and boys state high school basketball championships, bowling, soccer, 
wrestling, hockey and volleyball.  Big Red Wrap-Up is a popular weekly show 
that reviews Nebraska Cornhusker football action.

Well known for her unforgettable 20th century 
novels, including “My Antonia” and “O Pioneers!,” 
Cather’s funny, vulnerable and sometimes ruthless 
side is revealed in letters that survived, hidden 
away in drawers, trunks and archives. NET’s tele-
vision documentary and radio series introduced 
Willa Cather, the person.  A companion website 
and e-book were created to allow Cather fans 
around the world to dig deeper and learn.
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FOCUS ON LOCAL, ORIGINAL CONTENT
NET Radio features a wealth of local talent, news, 
classical music, events and more

• Nebraska Concerts offers the best performances from Nebraska 
stages in partnership with Lincoln’s Symphony Orchestra, 
Abendmusik at First-Plymouth, Lincoln Friends of Chamber Music, 
Omaha Symphony, Nebraska Chamber Players, University of 
Nebraska and other performing arts organizations.

• Local music programs Morning Concert, Afternoon Concert, The 
Verge and Classics By Request deliver classical music statewide 
on NET Radio and simulcast afternoons on KVNO, Omaha.

• The Meadowlark Music Festival returned to Lincoln, Grand 
Island and Hastings as NET Radio sponsored the festival to bring 
world-class chamber music to the state.

• A new radio series, Voices of the Platte, examined how water 
shapes landscapes and lives for those on the Great Plains.  This 
collaborative multi-media project was co-produced by NET and 
the Platte Basin Timelapse Project.

• Friday LIVE, the popular weekly arts and entertainment 
show, was broadcast from new venues this year to share live 
performances with audiences in Norfolk (Wayne State College 
and Northeast Community College) and the International Quilt 
Study Center & Museum at the University of Nebraska in Lincoln. 
This event was also broadcast live on NET World and via a 
webcast.

• A radio tradition -- Governor’s Lecture in the Humanities 
-- featured Cambridge University professor and 

author David Reynolds who presented the 20th 
annual Lecture in the Humanities in Omaha.  

His lecture, “World War One: Remembering 
Americas Forgotten War,” was recorded 
and broadcast statewide.

• Nebraska’s Homeless series 
received a Gold/First Place for service 
to the community from the Nebraska 
Broadcasters Association.

Willa 
Music Teacher

“I loved when 
classical music came to 

Nebraska. I’m an  
NPR addict.”

An avid gardener, she said 
she listens to NET Radio 

outside. Her phone wakes 
her up every morning to 

Morning Edition via the NET 
Radio Nebraska App, and 

her car dial is always tuned 
to NET.
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FOCUS ON LOCAL, ORIGINAL CONTENT

Cate 
Engineer

“NET News is great  
because what I love is local  

politics and it’s nice to know 
what’s going on in my community.  

Main reasons -- listening to 
classical, local news as well 

as getting a bit of a different 
perspective on international and 

national news. It’s from  
people that want to do  

sound journalism.” 

NET News offers in-depth stories and analysis 
across multiple platforms including television, 
radio, web, mobile and social media.

2016 Specials and News Stories Included

Can lawmakers find a formula that lowers property taxes 
without harming education?  Nebraska’s Schools: A Taxing 
Dilemma asked these questions – produced for both radio 
and television.

During one of the coldest months of the year, NET 
examined homelessness and the men, women and 
children who have no place to call home.  The television 
special Educating the Homeless in Nebraska, focused on 
educational issues and the companion five-part radio series 
covered mental illness, legal issues, legislative measures 
and the challenges to teachers and schools in both rural 
and urban areas of the state.

Nebraska Prison Reform examined Nebraska’s prison 
system plagued by overcrowding and high staff turnover.

NPR picked up 22 radio news stories and PBS NewsHour 
broadcast five television reports from NET including: Gold 
Star Kids which reported about a special day in Nebraska 
to honor the families of fallen soldiers, Nebraska Residents 
Weary of Keystone XL Pipeline Debate from Steele City 
brought perspective from local residents, and The Circle C 
Market, run by students of the nearby Cody-Kilgore Unified 
Schools, thrives in a small village.  

Citrus In The Snow?  NET’s video on Facebook and a web 
feature about a Nebraska greenhouse near Alliance that 
uses geothermal heat to grow lemons and oranges, really 
heated things up and reached more than 500,000 people.

President Obama’s visit to Omaha was covered live on NET 
World, NET Radio and online.

Live coverage of the Governor’s State of the State Address 
as well as regular reports from the Statehouse are always a 
priority.

The website for NET News / Radio is regularly honored with 
top awards including the 2016 Eric Sevareid First Place 
Award from the Midwest Broadcast Journalists Association.
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FOCUS ON LOCAL, ORIGINAL CONTENT
Harvest Public Media 

The five-year-old Midwest journalism collaborative Harvest Public 
Media, which has focused on weekly radio stories and web 
features, received a CPB grant this year allowing for production 
of video stories and in-depth television programs for local, 
regional and national distribution. The journalism collaborative 
focused on grassroots food, fuel and field reporting on issues 
important to the area’s agricultural communities with many 
reports featured nationally on NPR and PBS NewsHour.  

Stations involved include KCUR in Kansas City, Iowa Public 
Radio in Ames, KUNC in Greeley, Colo., KBIA in Columbia, Mo 
and NET in Lincoln, Neb. The new video unit is comprised of 
NET Nebraska, KCPT Kansas City and Rocky Mountain PBS in 
Denver.

Feasting on Fuel 
It takes a lot of fossil fuels to get food from the farm to our tables.  
In fact, up to one-fifth of our nation’s total energy use goes into 
growing, transporting, processing and preparing food. Inside 
Energy and NET’s Harvest Public Media investigated where all 
that energy goes, and how farmers, food processors and grocers 
are trying to cut fossil fuel use.

Choice Cuts: Meat in America 
A new television documentary and seven-part radio series from 
NET and Harvest Public Media, Choice Cuts: Meat in America, 
explored what it will take to keep pace with the global demand for 
meat, including news segments from Nebraska, Texas, Missouri 
and Colorado.

In Harvest Public Media’s short radio series My Farm Roots, 
country kids talk about what it’s like growing up on a farm. The 
series earned a Gold/First Place for service to agriculture from 
the Nebraska Broadcasters Association.
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EDUCATIONAL SERVICES & RESOURCES
The NET Virtual Learning Library is a resource for educators, 
students and parents with more than 120,000 trusted digital 
resources available online. Nebraska has 5,344 registered 
users who access video, audio, image galleries, lesson plans 
and more. NET Virtual Learning Library is powered by PBS 
LearningMedia with local content from NET.

NET hosted the premiere screening of the new PBS KIDS series 
Ready Jet Go! in the Mueller Planetarium in Lincoln and the 
Sachtleben Observatory near Hastings. Nearly 400 people 
joined the education team for a solar system scavenger hunt 
and show.

NET’s education team organized a night of fun, food and 
learning called the Schuyler Scramble. NET partnered with 10 
community organizations to create this event, which is part of 
the PBS grant-funded program Kart Kingdom.

The Platte Basin Timelapse project launched LEARN, a 
series of educational multimedia stories focused on the Platte 
River Basin which stretches across the state. Photos, videos, 
graphic and interactive games highlight the work of Nebraska 
environmentalists, scientists, researchers and conservationists.                                                                                                                                
                          

Indie Lens Pop-Up neighborhood series continued to bring 
people together for film screenings and community-driven 
conversations. Featuring documentaries seen on PBS’s 
Independent Lens, Indie Lens Pop-Up attracted local residents, 
leaders and organizations to discuss what matters most, from 
newsworthy topics, to family and relationships.

Virtual Learning Library
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NET IN THE COMMUNITY 
The State of Education in Nebraska 
It’s been nearly five years since NET began its efforts to explore the 
broad issues affecting educational quality across our state.  The State of 
Education in Nebraska television series has informed viewers about the 
emerging practices addressing the state’s achievement gap, especially 
focusing on topics and solutions that involve citizens across the state. 
NET presents this series in partnership with Nebraska Association 
of School Boards, Nebraska Children and Families Foundation and 
Nebraska Loves Public Schools.

Examples of episodes and a new online resource from  
FY 2016 include:

The State of Education in Nebraska: Education Reform covered 
statewide educational topics, including: charter schools, the voucher 
system, length of school days, standardized testing and teacher merit 
pay. 

State of Education in Nebraska: A Conversation with Dr. Diane Ravitch                                                       
Dr. Diane Ravitch is known as one of our nation’s leading advocates for 
public education. During a visit to Omaha to speak to the Metropolitan 
Omaha Education Coalition, Dr. Ravitch joined the State of Education 
in Nebraska for an intimate conversation on her research and growing 
concerns about standardized testing, value-added measures of teacher 
quality and school choice programs and their effects on quality and 
community support.   

Community Viability Conversations 
With a desire to broaden the involvement of Nebraska communities in 
the State of Education in Nebraska (SOEN) initiative, NET, Nebraska 
Association of School Boards and Nebraska Loves Public Schools, 
undertook a redesign of SOEN. Convening community 
leaders, students, educators and the general public in a 
series of discussions, the three-month tour to seven rural 
Nebraska communities focused on the importance of 
leadership within a community.

Under the facilitation of the Nebraska Association of 
School Boards, more than 600 attendees discussed 
the strengths, accomplishments, and challenges of 
their school districts. Expectations for their schools as 
well as the goals necessary to design a future for their 
communities included encouraging students to return after 
pursuing higher education, creating an inclusive environment 
and promoting strong school-business relationships. 

NET’s Ready to Learn team hosted free early childhood educator 
workshops as part of this Fall community engagement tour.  Connected 
to the television series The State of Education in Nebraska, these 
workshops included screenings of the local documentary Ready for 
Kindergarten and hands-on early childhood technology activities and 
discussion.

Communities Visited
Chadron, Sept. 9
Pender, Oct. 12 
Kimball, Oct. 21
Schuyler, Oct. 28

O’Neill, Nov. 2
Valentine, Nov. 3  
Auburn, Nov. 9

Brianna 
Mother

“Peg + Cat  
actually just had an 
episode this week 
about Eid al-Adha. 

That was kind of nice 
as it is our Muslim 

holiday.”
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OUTREACH, EVENTS & RESOURCES

Halley
Mother who 

attended NET  
event 

Special Events Engage Nebraskans Statewide 
NET Radio’s music director led pre-concert discussions with audience 
members prior to concerts by Lincoln’s Symphony Orchestra.

Events were held in Grand Island, Scottsbluff, Kearney, Lincoln and 
Omaha to preview the first hour of the first episode of the final season of 
Downton Abbey.

NET staff planned a week-long road trip to Western Nebraska to 
provide live radio broadcasts, a taping of the Backyard Farmer television 
show, kids events and informal town talks to meet community members 
in North Platte, Gering, Scottsbluff, Alliance, Chadron and Valentine and 
learn about local happenings and how NET could be of assistance.

NET participated in Lincoln Earth Day with Curious George and PBS Kids 
resources.

NET hosted a Dinosaur Train event for families with autism at the 
Edgerton Explorit Center in  Aurora during Autism awareness month.

Wes Moore, the host of the PBS series Coming Back with Wes Moore 
was the featured speaker at the E.N. Thompson Forum on World Issues 
at the University of Nebraska in Lincoln. NET provides a live stream to all 
forum lectures as well as records them for broadcast on NET World.

PBS President Paula Kerger visited NET staff as well as NET members 
during a Nebraska visit Sept. 24-25.  She was also a featured speaker 
at the Institute for Career Advancement Needs (ICAN) forum in Omaha 
which NET sponsored. While in Omaha, she also visited Lewis & Clark 
Middle School to see students taking part in the PBS NewsHour student 
reporting labs project. 

During the Nebraska State Fair, NET showcased education as part of 
Nebraska’s Largest Classroom learning tour, taped a special episode 
of Backyard Farmer, and welcomed Big Red Wrap-Up fans with posters 
signed by former Cornhusker football players. Livestock activities 
were also streamed from the arena and swine barn for statewide 
viewing.

NET hosted two events in Norfolk including a preview 
screening of the new NET Television documentary Yours, 
Willa Cather and the broadcast of the weekly arts and 
entertainment radio show Friday LIVE. Performances from 
Wayne State College and Northeast Community College 
were included.

NET hosted a screening and discussion event in Scottsbluff 
for the Nebraska Stories segment The Invisible People. The 
story begins at the turn of the 20th century when a number of 
male Japanese immigrants left their railroad jobs to live in Nebraska.  
They became farmers and business owners and many remained to 
become integral members of western Nebraska communities.

OMAHA

“I love that they  
watch Odd Squad, especially 

my older boys because  
it’s a math show. They’re 
into it. They learn how to 
treat people. They learn 
letters and numbers.”
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OUTREACH, EVENTS & RESOURCES
NET Connects 
NET Connects delivers co-productions on many educational 
topics in partnership with non-profit, governmental and 
community service organizations

Now What?  
Several years ago, Dr. Anna Fisher of Omaha heard a concern:

“When one of the caregiver support group members asked, 
‘What about those of us with limited resources – we don’t 

have access to cable – why don’t you put something on 
public television’ a lightbulb came on.”

From that suggestion came the long-running series Now 
What? which NET co-produced with the Consortium 
of Dementia Alternatives, providing a free resource to 

caregivers of those with memory issues.

Now What? 
Ounce of Prevention

In the 13th episode of the Now What? series, guests and 
experts explore ways to improve the quality of life for those with 
dementia.

Keeping Nebraska Local: A Unique Approach to Resource 
Management 
Co-produced with Nebraska Association of Resources Districts, 
this project highlights conservation efforts to protect the state’s 
groundwater, soil and wildlife.

Other partners include:

Nebraska Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing

Department of Health and Human Services

Nebraska Well Drillers Association
Adam Sutton of Lower Platte South NRD teaches 
Lincoln East high school students how to search 
for micro-invertebrates to determine water quality.
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SUMMARY
NET connects this large, mostly rural state, with  
television, radio, online and mobile services that  
Nebraskans have come to rely upon for more than  
60 years. As a statewide broadcaster, NET covers all  
of Nebraska’s 93 counties representing a land mass 
of 76,824 square miles and a population of about  
two million. 
 

In 1954, NET became the nation’s ninth educational tele-
vision station and an early pioneer in public service media.  
NET not only creates outstanding local programs, but its pro-
ductions are regularly broadcast nationally on PBS and NPR.   
 

Education remains at the heart of our mission. 
A Ready to Learn grant established a pilot project at Lakev-
iew Elementary in Lincoln that involved translating a series 
of books into five languages spoken by students at the 
school – Kurdish, Arabic, Vietnamese, Spanish and Albanian.  
Small-group lessons created by NET integrated technology 
by using PBS KIDS apps to coordinate with lessons in the 
books.  
 

“Our preschoolers could take the books home and read with 
their parents in their native language…it increased their love 
of reading,” said Brittany Shackleton, Lakeview preschool 
family educator. 
 

Nebraska’s finest student orators took the stage for the 
NSAA Speech Championships: Best of the Best. This two-
hour television program showcased high school students 
performing their winning state championship speeches.  
 

More than 30 outside organizations utilize NET’s meeting 
spaces.  Educational organizations, including the Osher Life-
long Learning Institute, held more than 270 classes at NET 
during FY 2016. 
 

NET General Manager Mark Leonard interviewed Paula 
Kerger for a local television special NET Celebrates  

60 Years: A Conversation with PBS President  
Paula Kerger.  
 

NET Sports connects the state with more than  
200 hours of live high school and collegiate sports 
contests each year. 
 

Nearly half of the state’s population watches NET 
Television weekly.  More than 100,000 tune in to 
NET Radio weekly. 

 

NET has won more than 950 accolades including 
Emmys, Teacher’s Choice trophies and awards in 

honor of George Foster Peabody, Edward R. Murrow 
and Walter Cronkite.

NET’s  
Ready To Learn  

program from May 2014 – 
September 2015 successfully 

included 24 communities 
reaching 8396 children and 

1930 families, caregivers 
and educators across  

Nebraska. 


