
January 29, 2013 
 
TO: NET Commissioners 
 
Enclosed for your review are notice of public meeting # 437, reports and a preliminary agenda for our Thursday, February 
7, Commission public meeting. 
 
The meeting will begin at 9:30 a.m. in Lincoln as well as the videoconference site at the Grand Island Public Library, 211 
N. Washington St.  
 
We have an unusual set of circumstances for our next meeting. We have a number of significant action items that need 
your approval. They include: the election of officers for the upcoming year; the election of the Executive Committee; the 
appointment of the Finance Committee; approval of the minutes; and, adoption of the Principles of Editorial Integrity & 
Independence.  
 
We have several of our NET Commissioners who need to conclude business early in order to interview a candidate for the 
general manager’s position.  
 
Therefore, we ask that you carefully review the board materials that are enclosed and jot down any concerns or questions 
you have. The staff will dispense with their usual oral reports and simply respond to any questions or concerns you might 
have about the material. 
 
Chairman Dick Shoemaker has requested time on the agenda to go into Executive Session to update you on the search for 
the general manager’s position.  
 
As you can see, it’s a very full agenda and we will try to move through it with dispatch. Please call me if you have any 
questions or concerns. 
 
The Finance Committee (Ken Bird, Dick Shoemaker, Clay Smith and Dara Troutman) will meet in the Lobby 
Conference Room at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Thanks, again, for all you do for NET. 
 
Sincerely, 
Rod Bates 
General Manager  

 

  



MEETING #437 

Videoconference Meeting 

Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Commission 

Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Center 

1800 No. 33rd Street-Lincoln, NE 

February 7, 2013 

9:30 A.M. 

AGENDA 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD            

I.         COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA 

1.            Approve Minutes of Meeting #436 

  II.         COMMISSION ADMINISTRATIVE AGENDA 

               2.            Election of Officers – 2013 (Dick Shoemaker) 

               3.            Election of Executive Committee Members (Ken Bird) 

               4.            Appoint Finance Committee Members (Ken Bird) 

               5.            Resolution (Ken Bird) 

               6.            Approve 2nd Quarter Budget Report (Randy Hansen) 

               7.            Principles of Editorial Integrity & Independence (David Feingold & Rod Bates) 

 III.         COMMISSION INFORMATION AGENDA 

               8.            Review of Governor’s Biennial Budget Recommendations (Randy Hansen) 

               9.            Update on FCC rule making impact on UNO Tower Project (Michael Winkle)         

 IV.        COMMISSION STRATEGIC AGENDA 

  V.         ADDITIONAL BUSINESS 

               10.           Secretary’s Report – Rod Bates 

Executive Session 

• Search 



Reconvene – General Session 

ADJOURNMENT 

2013 MEETING SCHEDULE 

• May 2 – NET 
• June 20 – NET 
• August 22 – NET 
• December 5 – NET 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Minutes of Meeting #436 

Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Commission 

Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Center 
1800 No. 33rd Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

November 29, 2012 
PRESENT:             Commissioner Dennis Baack 

Commissioner Roger Breed 

                                Commissioner Kim Dinsdale  

                                Commissioner Fred Ohles 

                                Commissioner Dick Shoemaker  

                                Commissioner Clay Smith 

                                Commissioner Darlene Starman 

                                Commissioner Dara Troutman 

ABSENT:               Commissioner Ken Bird 

                                Commissioner Stan Carpenter 

                                Commissioner Steve Seline 

                                 

Advance notice of the public meeting was sent to Nebraska news media by means of a news release 
forwarded from the Commission office with Agenda posted in the NET Lobby, NET elevator bulletin board 
areas and on the State and NET web sites.  LB 898 (related to Open Meetings Act) is also posted in the NET 
Board Room on 1st floor. 
 



Chair Dick Shoemaker called meeting #436 to order at 9:37 a.m.   

 

Following the call of the roll, it was determined that a duly constituted quorum of Commissioners to be present.   

 

Chair Shoemaker called for public comment.  There was none. 

 

Chair Shoemaker next requested approval of the minutes of meeting #435 as held on August 30, 2012.  It was moved by 
Commissioner Smith and seconded by Commissioner Ohles to accept minutes of meeting #435 as presented.  Roll call 
vote was recorded as follows:  voting aye:  Commissioners Breed, Dinsdale, Ohles, Shoemaker, Smith, and 
Troutman.  Abstained: Commissioner Starman; Absent:  Commissioners Baack, Bird, Carpenter, Seline. 

 

Commissioner Baack joined the meeting in progress at 9:42 a.m. 

 

AGM-Administration & Finance Randy Hansen reviewed the 1st quarter budget report for period ending September 30, 
2012 for both the Television and Radio Divisions.  It was moved by Commissioner Ohles and seconded by Commissioner 
Smith to approve the 1st quarter budget reports as presented and attached to the minutes.  Following discussion, roll call 
vote was recorded as follows: voting aye:   Commissioners Baack, Breed, Dinsdale, Ohles, Shoemaker, Smith, Starman 
and Troutman.  Absent: Commissioners Bird, Carpenter, Seline. 

   

AGM-Administration & Finance Hansen next presented the BKD LLP Independent Auditors’ report for June 30, 
2012.  BKD performed the audit of the combined statements for the Nebraska Educational Telecommunications 
Commission, the Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Commission Facilities Corporation and the NET Foundation 
for Radio.  The period included in the audit was the fiscal year ended June 30, 2012.  It was moved by Commissioner 
Breed and seconded by Commissioner Baack that the Commission accept and place on file the BKD LLP report on the 
Commission’s combined financial statements and related management letter for the fiscal year ended June 30, 
2012.  Following discussion, roll call vote was recorded as follows:  voting aye:   Commissioners Baack, Breed, Dinsdale, 
Ohles, Shoemaker, Smith, Starman and Troutman.  Absent:  Commissioners Bird, Carpenter, Seline. 

 

AGM-Administration & Finance Hansen reviewed the transfer of NETC fixed assets at Lincoln Air Park facility to the 
University of Nebraska.  As previously reported, NET saved annual operational funds and maximized efficiencies by 
shutting down facilities and operations at the NET Lincoln Air Park site and consolidating those services at the Carpenter-
McBride Telecommunications Center.  Further savings were realized by reaching an agreement with UNL Computing to 
take over the lease and maintenance of the site, as well as the physical property located on the site.  This recommended 
action completes those transactions by having the Commission formally approve the sale of remaining physical property 
to the University of Nebraska for one dollar.  The fully depreciated UPS unit at the site will be treated as NETC surplus 
property prior to this transfer.  UNL Computing has agreed to dispose of this UPS unit without further cost to the NETC. 
The remaining property consists of 1) antenna tower (approximately 75 feet; 2) two equipment buildings; 3) backup 



generator; 4) two air conditioners (primary and backup); and 5) fence surrounding the property.  Following discussion, it 
was moved by Commissioner Baack and seconded by Commissioner Starman that the Nebraska Educational 
Telecommunications Commission authorizes staff to sell and transfer all remaining physical property located on the 
Lincoln Air Park site formerly leased by the NETC to the University of Nebraska.  Roll call vote was recorded as 
followings:  voting aye:  Commissioners Baack, Breed, Dinsdale, Ohles, Shoemaker, Smith, Starman and 
Troutman.  Absent:  Commissioners Bird, Carpenter, Seline. 

 

Jeff Beckman presented a NET Foundations for Television and Radio report including goals for five year plan for FY13 to 
FY 17.  The goals include increase major giving (non-transactional) revenue; raise $4 million annually by FY17; increase 
Television grant to $1.5 million by FY  17; and, increase overall membership to 32,500 by FY 17.   

 

David Feingold, NET AGM-Content summarized programming activities for both radio and television.  A new Nebraska 
Stories will feature a short sample of Casting Call to Curtain Call, a one hour program that goes behind the scenes as it 
stages a version of the holiday classic “A Christmas Carol”.  December will feature holiday specials on both television and 
radio.   

 

AGM-Engineering Stacey Decker reported that the request to use 309 funds to remodel the lower level of the Terry M. 
Carpenter and Jack G. McBride Nebraska Educational Telecommunications building was approved.  His staff has been 
working with RDG Planning and Design to develop a design to accomplish the goal to create a more collaborative 
environment for technical staff to work across sections.  This will strengthen NET’s Information Services and Information 
Technology departments.  Completion date is set for April 2013.  He also reported on the FCC spectrum incentive 
actions, channel sharing and repacking in which television stations may voluntarily relinquish their spectrum to the FCC 
in exchange for a share of the auction proceeds. 

 

Commissioner Smith left the meeting at 10:45 a.m. 

 

Chairman Shoemaker next called on Jim Adams, Assistant General Manager of University of Nebraska-Omaha Television 
who gave a report on activities at UNO-Television.   

 

AGM-Education Gary Targoff presented an Education Services report that included the NET virtual learning library.  He 
also highlighted activities in interactive and educational media, community engagement and the State of Education in 
Nebraska.  NET has received two media kits for use in pilot schools to introduce the Ready to Learn program.  The two 
schools who will participate in this pilot are Auburn and Clarkson-Howell.  He indicated that a mission of public 
broadcasting is out of school learning to keep children from falling behind in their education during summer and other 
school breaks. 

 



Secretary Bates indicated that Curt Frye, President of Wayne State College has been appointed by Governor Heineman 
as the representative of the state colleges effective January 1, 2013.  

 

The Secretary gave additional background information regarding a bill passed by Congress, the Middle Class Tax Relief 
and Job Creation Act of  2013, which authorized a spectrum incentive for television stations.  The FCC and Congress are 
hoping to gain additional broadcast spectrum for use in reallocating for wireless broadband use.   

 

He next gave a legislative update regarding appropriations overview and education overview.  A Leadership Council has 
increased its membership and continues to grow.  The purpose of the Leadership Council is to communicate the value of 
local public broadcasting stations to their community and their federal lawmakers.   

 

The Public Media Summit will be held in Washington, D.C., February 24-26 with Dick Shoemaker designated as the NETC 
representative.  Also attending with General Manager Bates will be NET staff members Stacey Decker and Ron Hull. 

 

Nancy Finken, NET Radio Network Manager, explained how the Community Service Grant (CSG) process works and how 
it relates to Nebraska public radio.   

 

Chairman Shoemaker appointed the following Commissioners to serve on the nominating committee which will 
recommend to the NET Commission a slate of officers for the 2013 calendar year:  Commissioner Shoemaker, Chair of 
the committee, and Commissioners Breed and Starman. 

 

The Chairman appointed Commissioner Seline to be the lay representative to the Association of Public Television 
Stations (APTS) representing the Commission.  He replaces former Commissioner Dennis Miller.  Commissioner Clay 
Smith is the 2nd lay representative to APTS for the NETC. 

 

  



Chairman Shoemaker presented the following resolution for former NET staff member:   

WHEREAS               Bill Clark has long been an effective proponent for education via Television, and he began his career with the Nebraska Council 
for Educational Television in the late 1960’s, and; 

WHEREAS               he was an experienced and excellent engineer that traveled the length and breadth of Nebraska ensuring that the students and 
teachers in myriad schools scattered across the state had excellent educational television reception, and; 

WHEREAS               in 1972 he joined the staff of NET as Supervisor of the broadcast operations of the Nebraska Panhandle transmitter, KTNE-TV 
which he successfully managed until his retirement in 2010, and; 

WHEREAS               it should be recognized that Bill Clark was deeply dedicated to and supportive of the network educational services and for 
decades was a strong and influential advocate for public broadcasting in the western part of our state, and; 

WHEREAS               his commitment, advocacy, professionalism and consistent goal of providing the best service possible to the schools and homes 
of the Panhandle distinguishes him among the early people who have been the builders of NET and the educational institution 
it has become.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Commission hereby: 

 Proudly recognizes his many contributions to the quantity and quality of program services now available to Nebraskans of all ages, 
background and statewide locations, and; 

 Expresses its deepest and most sincere gratitude to Bill Clark for his service to Nebraska educational and public telecommunications. 
 
UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED in public meeting on the 29th of November, 2012 at the Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Center, Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 

__________________________________                            ________________________________ 
Richard Shoemaker                                                                                Ken Bird 
Chairman                                                                                                Vice-Chairman 

It was moved by Breed and seconded by Starman to approve the resolution as presented.  Motion carried by unanimous 
acclamation. 

The Chairman next presented a resolution for Commissioner Stan Carpenter as follows:   

WHEREAS               Dr. Stan Carpenter was appointed to the Nebraska Educational Telecommunications by Governor Mike Johanns on September 9, 
2003, replacing Commissioner Sheila Stearns, and reappointed by Governor Johanns for a four year term on January 9, 2005, 
and reappointed for an additional four year term by Governor Dave Heineman on January 12, 2009, and; 

WHEREAS               Stan effectively provided leadership to the Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Commission as Chairman, 2008 and 2009, 
and Vice Chairman, 2007, and; 

WHEREAS               He has been a most effective Commissioner during his terms in a variety of significant capacities and roles, including the Finance 
Committee,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Commission hereby: 

 Expresses its deepest and most sincere gratitude to Chancellor Carpenter for his continuous service to Nebraska educational and public 
telecommunications; 

 Acknowledges with pride his advocacy, leadership, persistence and dedication in furtherance of Nebraska public telecommunications; 
 Wishes Stan Carpenter our best in the years ahead. 

 
UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED in public meeting on the 29th of November, 2012 at the Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Center, Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 

__________________________________                            ________________________________ 
Richard Shoemaker                                                                                Ken Bird 
Chairman                                                                                                Vice-Chairman 



 

It was moved by Breed and seconded by Ohles to approve the resolution as presented.  Motion carried by unanimous 
acclamation. 

 

It was moved by Commissioner Troutman and seconded by Commissioner Shoemaker that the Nebraska Educational 
Telecommunications Commission go into closed session as authorized by Section 84-1410 of the Revised Statutes of the 
State of Nebraska for the purpose of holding a discussion limited to personnel matters involving members of the 
staff.  Roll call vote was recorded as follows:  voting aye:  Baack, Breed, Dinsdale, Ohles, Shoemaker, Starman and 
Troutman.  Absent:  Bird, Carpenter, Seline, Smith.  Commissioner Troutman left the meeting at 11:28 a.m. 

 

Commissioners went into closed session at 11:29 a.m.   

 

Executive Session and General Session adjourned at.11:44 a.m. by acclamation of members. 

 

Future meetings for 2013:   

February 7, 2013 (Videoconference Meeting) 

May 2 – NET 

June 20 – NET 

August 22 – NET 

December 5 – NET 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rod Bates, Secretary 
  



 
PROPOSED COMMISSION ACTION 

 
DATE:                                    February 7, 2013 

SUBJECT:                             NETC ELECTION OF OFFCERS FOR 2013 

EXPLANATION: 

The NETC Nominating Committee consisting of Commissioners Shoemaker, Breed and Starman are 
submitting the following slate of officers for 2013:  Ken Bird, Chairman; Clay Smith, Vice Chairman;  Rod 
Bates, Secretary/Treasurer; and, Randal Hansen, Assistant Secretary/Assistant Treasurer. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
It is recommended that the Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Commission approve the proposed 
slate of officers as proposed by the Nominating Committee. 
 
 

PROPOSED COMMISSION ACTION 

DATE:                                    February 7, 2013 

SUBJECT:                             NETC Finance Committee 

EXPLANATION: 

Pursuant to the NETC By-Laws, Article V, Section 2, “additional committees may be designated and selected 
for such purposes and at such times as the Chair or a majority of the commissioners shall determine to be 
advisable”.  Chair of the Commission would recommend the following to serve on the Finance 
Committee:  Ken Bird, Clay Smith, Darlene Starman, Kim Dinsdale and Dick Shoemaker.  
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
It is recommended that the Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Commission approve the proposed 
members to serve on the Finance Committee. 
 
 

PROPOSED COMMISSION ACTION 
 

DATE:                                    February 7, 2013 

SUBJECT:                             NETC OFFICERS FOR 2013 

EXPLANATION: 

The NETC Nominating Committee consisting of Commissioners Shoemaker, Breed and Starman submit the 
following slate of officers for 2013:  Ken Bird, Chairman; Clay Smith, Vice Chairman; and NET’s General 
Manager, Secretary/Treasurer.  This is in accordance with the NETC By-Laws, Article IV, Section 2.   
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
It is recommended that the Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Commission approve the slate of 
officers as proposed by the Nominating Committee. 



NEBRASKA EDUCATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION        

Television Division          

December 31, 2012          

          

 YTD     YTD       Prior 
Year  

    

 Budget  Actual      $Diff    %Diff YTD 
Actual 

   $Diff    %Diff   

TELEVISON DIVISION          

Personnel Expenses 446,500  369,730  (76,770) -21% 461,514  (91,785) -20%   

Insurance 34,000  33,339  (661) -2% 33,339  0 0%   

TOTAL TELEVISION DIVISION 480,500  403,068  (77,432) -19% 494,853  (91,785) -19%   

          

GENERAL MANAGEMENT          

Personnel Expenses 45,600  45,078  (522) -1% 43,845  1,233 3%   

Other Operational Expense 2,800  20,676  17,876 86% 2,553  18,124 710%   

TOTAL GENERAL MANAGEMENT 48,400  65,754  17,354 26% 46,397  19,357 42%   

 

ADMIN & FINANCE          

Personnel Expenses 120,700  120,002  (698) -1% 118,673  1,328 1%   

Memberships 49,000  49,582  582 1% 47,347  2,236 5%   

Utilities 253,750  255,561  1,811 1% 276,533  (20,972) -8%   

Maintenance & Repair & Supplies 21,500  19,213  (2,287) -12% 26,636  (7,423) -28%   

Communication Expense 35,800  32,307  (3,493) -11% 41,625  (9,317) -22%   

Professional Fees 23,000  15,299  (7,702) -50% 16,677  (1,379) -8%   

Insurance 64,200  39,892  (24,308) -61% 58,505  (18,613) -32%   

Other Operational Expense 8,251  3,196  (5,054) -
158% 

7,562  (4,366) -58%   

Grants to Station/Partner 210,672  210,672  0 0% 210,672  0 0%   

UNLT&COMM Contract Serv 85,350  87,559  2,209 3% 78,538  9,020 11%   

TOTAL ADMIN & FINANCE 872,223  833,283  (38,940) -5% 882,768  (49,485) -6%   

          



PROGRAMMING          

Personnel Expenses 122,100  122,059  (41) 0% 120,571  1,489 1%   

PBS Member Dues & Fees 225,000  225,000  0 0% 210,000  15,000 7%   

Program Acquisition&Fees 90,000  66,563  (23,437) -35% 95,306  (28,743) -30%   

Other Operational Expense 39,950  36,210  (3,740) -10% 39,467  (3,257) -8%   

Travel & Registrations 6,000  5,528  (472) -9% 2,313  3,215 139%   

TOTAL PROGRAMMING 483,050  455,361  (27,689) -6% 467,657  (12,296) -3%   

          

PRODUCTION          

Maintenance & Repair & Supplies 35,850  38,290  2,440 6% 3,673  34,616 942%   

Other Operational Expense 13,150  13,275  125 1% 13,306  (32) 0%   

Travel & Registrations 16,000  15,597  (403) -3% 16,511  (914) -6%   

UNLT Production Services 222,500  278,646  56,146 20% 208,698  69,948 34%   

UNLT&COMM Contract Serv 490,500  491,229  729 0% 470,380  20,850 4%   

TOTAL PRODUCTION 778,000  837,037  59,037 7% 712,569  124,468 17%   

          

  



ENGINEERING          

Personnel Expenses 959,000  986,958  27,958 3% 934,883  52,075 6%   

Utilities 188,350  202,733  14,383 7% 191,597  11,136 6%   

Maintenance & Repair & Supplies 285,325  235,400  (49,925) -
21% 

220,552  14,848 7%   

Communication Expense 142,875  144,014  1,139 1% 104,757  39,256 37%   

Consultant Services & Exp 30,500  33,662  3,162 9% 38,566  (4,904) -
13% 

  

Other Operational Expense 26,350  25,308  (1,042) -4% 23,501  1,807 8%   

Travel & Registrations 76,575  80,828  4,253 5% 75,217  5,611 7%   

TOTAL ENGINEERING 1,708,975  1,708,903  (72) 0% 1,589,072  119,830 8%   

          

COMMUNICATION SRVC          

Other Operational Expense 8,250  11,492  3,242 28% 7,715  3,777 49%   

TOTAL COMMUNICATION SRVC 8,250  11,492  3,242 28% 7,715  3,777 49%   

          

MGMT INFO SERVICES          

Personnel Expenses 32,850  32,853  3 0% 32,455  397 1%   

Maintenance & Repair & Supplies 98,200  97,481  (719) -1% 102,556  (5,075) -5%   

Other Operational Expense 7,750  15,276  7,526 49% 16,788  (1,512) -9%   

TOTAL MGMT INFO SERVICES 138,800  145,610  6,810 5% 151,799  (6,190) -4%   

          

  



MEDIA MANAGEMENT          

Personnel Expenses 141,450  145,943  4,493 3% 179,331  (33,388) -
19% 

  

Maintenance & Repair & Supplies 11,850  9,039  (2,811) -31% 33,449  (24,410) -
73% 

  

Other Operational Expense 2,100  816  (1,284) -
157% 

532  284 53%   

TOTAL MEDIA MANAGEMENT 155,400  155,799  399 0% 213,313  (57,514) -
27% 

  

          

BUILDING MAINTENANCE          

Maintenance & Repair & Supplies 97,500  81,426  (16,074) -20% 109,947  (28,521) -
26% 

  

Other Operational Expense 3,700  2,309  (1,391) -60% 8,758  (6,450) -
74% 

  

Total UNLT&COMM Contract Serv 51,600  50,274  (1,326) -3% 50,895  (622) -1%   

TOTAL BUILDING MAINTENANCE 152,800  134,008  (18,792) -14% 169,601  (35,593) -
21% 

  

          

CAPITAL PURCHASE          

Capital Expense 450,000  340,954  (109,046) -32% 548,859  (207,905) -
38% 

  

TOTAL CAPITAL PURCHASE 450,000  340,954  (109,046) -32% 548,859  (207,905) -
38% 

  

          

TOTAL TELEVISION DIVISION 5,276,398  5,091,268  (185,129) -
4% 

5,284,604  (193,336) -
4% 

  

          

          

  



          

Radio Financials as attached: 

. 

         



          

 
 

Nebraska Educational Telecommunications 

Principles of Editorial Integrity and Independence  

                                                                                                            NET Radio, NET Television, 
NETNebraska.org 

 

The Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Commission was created by the Educational Television Act, 
adopted by the State Legislature in 1963. In establishing the NETC, the governing body of many of NET’s 
activities and services, the Nebraska Revised Statute 79-1316 addressed the matter of content on the service: 

 

“(11) To review, or cause to be reviewed by a person designated by the commission, all programs 
presented on the network prior to broadcast or transmission to insure that the programs are suitable 
for viewing and listening. Such suitability shall be determined by evaluating the content of the 
program, and screening the programs if necessary, as to their educational value and whether they 
enhance the cultural appreciation of the viewer and listener and do not appeal to his or her prurient 
interest. When it is obvious from an examination of the descriptive program materials that a program 
is suitable for presenting on the network, no further review shall be required.” 

 

Four years later, the national Public Broadcasting Act of 1967 was established, and sought to protect the 
editorial integrity of public media. It required the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB) to protect public 
media organizations from “interference with, or control of, program content or other activities” and also 
prohibited Federal government “direction, supervision or control over the content or distribution of public 
telecommunications programs and services.”  

 

Historically, this mandate has been embraced by the public, government officials and others who support the 
editorial integrity of public broadcasting. Moreover, for First Amendment reasons, the American people are 
very sensitive to even the appearance of governmental interference with the content of television and radio 
programming. Any attempt by the government or interest groups to influence content, especially before a 
program has aired, raises serious Constitutional, statutory and policy concerns.  
 

In 1985, a national committee for the Editorial Integrity Project drafted the “Statement of Principles of 
Editorial Integrity in Public Broadcasting”. Its goal was to “assist the trustees of public broadcasting licensee 
stations to fulfill their vital role in protecting the editorial integrity of public broadcasting in America.”   



 

The fourth principle set forth in the Statement noted: 

 

“Public broadcasting stations are subject to a variety of statutory and regulatory 
requirements and restrictions.  These include the federal statute under which our 
licensees must operate, as well as other applicable federal and state laws. Public 
broadcasting is also cloaked with the mantle of First Amendment protection of a free 
press and freedom of speech. As trustees we must be sure that these principles are 
met.  To do so requires us to understand the legal and constitutional framework within 
which our stations operate, and to inform and educate those whose position or 
influence may affect the operation of our licensees.” 

 

An agreement between the University of Nebraska and the State of Nebraska went into effect in 2004 in which 
both institutions addressed the matter of editorial integrity and independence: 
 

“5.  It is agreed that content and programming will be free from undue or improper influence and the 
Commission and the University will adopt policies and procedures which will enable professional 
management to operate in a way which will give the public full confidence in the editorial integrity of 
Nebraska Educational Telecommunications programming.” 

 
In 2007, in honor of the 40th anniversary of the Public Broadcasting Act of 1967, the major public media 
institutions of the United States reaffirmed the principles of editorial independence of public broadcasters. 
 
To build on this reaffirmation, the Editorial Integrity for Public Media project was established the following 
year. This ongoing national collaborative is focused on bringing basic principles of editorial independence up 
to date with the latest developments in public media technology and practice:  
 

”Trust is perhaps the most important asset public broadcasting carries forward into its evolving public 
media future. Audiences rely on our information and perspectives as they make decisions in their 
public and personal lives….We have built that trust by rigorous attention to editorial integrity — how 
we govern our organizations, raise funds for our programming, and produce our daily work. Nationally 
and locally, public broadcasters have crafted enduring principles, policies and practices to protect and 
advance our trust and integrity. These crucial guideposts are now tested by powerful and exciting 
changes in our field.” 

 

Three institutions oversee and govern NET’s various services: the State of Nebraska, the University of 
Nebraska, and the NET Foundation for Radio and Television. These three partner institutions have 
recommitted themselves to protect the editorial integrity and independence  of NET content on all platforms 
of distribution, which are rapidly expanding. They include broadcasting, cable, satellite, digital, on demand, 
mobile, and social media.  

 

  



Editorial integrity in this context is defined as the responsible application by professional practitioners of a 
free and independent decision making process ultimately accountable to the needs and interests of the 
citizens of Nebraska. It is the responsibility of the three partnering institutions to assure all Nebraskans that 
NET management has the editorial independence necessary to provide these services effectively across all 
platforms and that the mission of providing such high quality content remains paramount.  

 

NET, as a public media institution, is subject to a variety of federal and state statutory and regulatory 
requirements. It is also protected by the First Amendment which guarantees a free press and freedom of 
speech. All institutions which may influence and affect the operation of NET are and will be committed to 
respect and follow the legal, constitutional, and ethical framework within which NET operates.  

 

The judgment of NET’s audiences about its programming, production, journalism and other content areas 
depends upon their confidence that all content is free from undue or improper influence.  The three partner 
organizations are committed to maintaining the full confidence of the public in the editorial integrity of this 
content.  

 

Finally, NET depends upon funds provided by the Federal Government, the State of Nebraska, the University 
of Nebraska, and by individual and corporate contributions. Through conformance with sound fiscal and 
management practices, NET will continue to meet the requirements of all funding sources, while avoiding 
inappropriate use of otherwise legitimate oversight procedures to distort the programming process which 
such funding supports.  

 
The general precepts outlined in the sections below address the components of both daily activities, as well as 
long-range plans, at NET, and provide guidance to those in governance roles, as well as NET staff and 
leadership. We derive these on the foundations of NET: 
 

The mission of Nebraska Educational Telecommunications is to enrich lives and engage minds, 
connecting communities and celebrating Nebraska with services that educate and enlighten. 

 

On this basis, we make a commitment that NET’s services and practices support a strong civil society, increase 
cultural access and knowledge, extend public education, and strengthen community life through electronic 
media and related community activities. The public’s trust in NET, its content, services, and relationships is 
fundamental to achieving these purposes.  

 

  



Earning the Public’s Trust  

For the ninth consecutive year, the American public has rated PBS the most trustworthy institution among 
nationally known organizations and institutions.  The national research has confirmed that PBS is considered 
to be the most fair network for news and public affairs.* 

The public’s trust is the most important asset NET carries forward into its evolving public media future. 
Nebraskans rely on NET’s information and services as they make decisions in their public and personal 
lives.  NET believes that the public media occupy a unique space in our culture. Public media offer a non-
partisan editorial safe harbor, where there is a constancy of purpose and an unfailing allegiance to truth, 
accuracy and fairness. To these ends NET is pledged to these core principles: 

• NET is committed to accuracy, fairness and balance in all of its content creation regardless of subject 
area or distribution platform. 
 

• NET is committed to avoiding even the perception of undue funder influence over any of its 
distribution decisions or original content creation.  
 

• NET’s standards apply to all the content it produces and presents, regardless of subject 
matter. These standards apply across all the channels and platforms NET uses including, but 
not limited to broadcasting, online, social media, print, and in-person events.  

 

Journalism That Reports Events and Issues with Accuracy and Integrity 

NET pursues facts about events and issues and reports these matters with accuracy and integrity.  NET takes 
responsibility for the validity of the content it presents, and operates within a system of defined professional 
principles, ethics and practices.   

 

Content decisions are made in compliance with all legal requirements and applicable industry ethical 
guidelines, under which NET maintains editorial independence in the creation of all content. Editorial and 
journalistic functions and decision-making operate freely from any undue influence from business, marketing, 
or funding functions within NET.  

NET’s news content, whether on the radio, television, on the web, or in any other form, must attain the 
highest quality and strengthen the credibility of NET News. NET journalists conform their activities to the most 
current ethical guidelines developed by NPR, with additional guidance from the Radio Television Digital News 
Directors Association (RTDNA).** 

* Research conducted in January - February, 2012, by the independent, non-partisan research companies Harris Interactive and ORC Online Caravan. Each year, PBS 
commissions research to measure its performance and value as judged by its most important stakeholder – the American public. 
**Journalism codes of ethics:   

http://ethics.npr.org/ 

http://www.rtdna.org/article/rtdna_code_of_ethics 

 

http://ethics.npr.org/
http://www.rtdna.org/article/rtdna_code_of_ethics


 

Transparency in Funding 

NET’s radio and television stations are licensed by the Federal Communications Commission as Non-
Commercial Educational (NCE) stations and adhere to the FCC’s regulations concerning underwriting. The NET 
stations also follow the standards set for corporate support by PBS and NPR. 

NET aims for respectful relationships with all of its donors and a clear understanding among donors 
and others about its fundraising operations. NET acknowledges the funders of its programming and 
discloses the terms on which it obtains such support, in accordance with all appropriate governing laws 
and regulations. 

NET seeks and accepts financial support from a wide variety of donors, funders, underwriters, and 
partners. NET believes that the citizens of Nebraska have the right to expect and demand that it will not allow 
those financial or other relationships to deform or corrupt the pursuit of NET’s overall editorial goals or 
mislead the public in any way. 

 

These are the key components of how NET practices transparency in fundraising: 

• NET communicates directly and explicitly with donors about its editorial standards 
that bring rigor and integrity to our work, the legal requirements that surround our 
donor relationships, and the boundaries between funders and our editorial 
process.  NET also reviews funding credit language to ensure compliance with both FCC, 
PBS, and internal NET funding guidelines. 

 

• NET discloses, on air or online as appropriate, the funders of specific programs, 
areas of coverage, or other activities. We acknowledge any person or organization 
that gives us money or other valuable consideration to broadcast specific content. 
Additionally, persons or organizations that have provided substantial funding are 
disclosed when they become the subject of a news story or other program. NET 
discloses the relationship in the program or in an announcement adjacent to it, 
whether or not the donation was in support of the story or program. 

 

• NET reserves the right to refuse any donation for any reason, including, but not limited to, 
perceived conflicts of interest, potential audience misconception regarding a funder’s role 
or influence, and perceived impact on our reputation, integrity, or fundraising ability. 

 

• NET reports the overall costs of fundraising, including personnel, consultants, 
special events, and related support costs. This reporting is part of our overall 
disclosure of revenue and expenses in our public file as part of our Annual Financial 
Report to the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and to the Internal Revenue 
Service through a Form 990. It provides information on the NET’s mission, programs, and 
finances, as well as how NET’s budget is broken down between program, management, and 
fundraising expenses. 



 

NET reviews the propriety of prospective funders on a case-by-case basis, using the framework outlined 
below. 

• Ongoing News and Information Programming - NET exercises close scrutiny when deciding 
who can fund, sponsor, or otherwise underwrite ongoing news and information 
programming. It is especially cautious with respect to potential funders whose principal 
purpose or agenda is to bring about a specific political outcome or to influence public policy 
on controversial matters that are the current subjects of NET’s ongoing news coverage.  
 

• Specials, Documentaries and Information Programs - In addition to effective safeguards 
that separate funders from editorial decisions, NET will ensure that it does not to undermine 
its credibility by accepting support for specific programs from organizations whose 
participation would raise serious concern about its editorial independence. NET therefore 
weighs the potential for appearance of conflict, while carefully avoiding any actual 
conflict.  In making these assessments, NET occasionally considers whether support from 
multiple organizations, with multiple perspectives and interests, is appropriate when funding 
from any one such organization, alone, would not be.  NET does not accept funding that 
would obligate it to provide coverage of a topic that it would not have covered with general 
funds, or that requires more extensive coverage than the topic’s value or importance 
warrants. 
 

Partnerships and Collaborations 

NET invites Nebraska's non-profit and mission oriented organizations to join in partnerships that deliver new 
informational and educational programs to the citizens of Nebraska. 

 

NET brings its standards into these collaborations through which it expands its  capacity to serve, add to the 
perspectives shared with its audiences, and enhance the timeliness and relevance of its work. NET looks for 
mutual alignment in the motivation and goals of potential partners and collaborators.  

 

NET maintains its defined editorial standards when partnering with other entities. NET identifies and 
articulates its principles, policies, and practices to all stakeholders in partnerships and other collaborations.  

 

NET discloses its editorial partners and provides to the public a brief description of each partner’s roles 
and responsibilities. The form and frequency of these acknowledgements and disclosures will vary with 
the character of the relationship and the editorial content or activity that it produces.* 

 

• Detailed standards and practices are found at About NET Public Media which includes Editorial Guidelines and 
Production Guidelines:  http://tinyurl.com/azsjpq5 
  

http://tinyurl.com/azsjpq5


January 28, 2013 

 

To:       NET Commission and NET Foundation Board 

From:   David Feingold, NET Assistant General Manager-Content 

Re:       NET Content January Content Report 

NET Television Programming  

• Audience development - NET Television had strong audience growth in the November Nielsen 
ratings.  The total number of people viewing NET increased by 10%. This represents service to over 1.1 
million Nebraskans each week.    

o The increase was fueled by the very popular PBS Dust Bowl series from Ken Burns, with Part 1 
the most watched program during the month, and part 2 the third most watched program.  Also 
popular among PBS programs was a repeat of Johnny Carson: American Masters, which was the 
fourth most watched show. 

o NET Sports productions were at the top of the most watched NET original programs, with five 
games placing in the top ten.  In the Lincoln market area, UNL Volleyball headed the top ten 
there. The most watched sports program in the Omaha market area was Creighton Men’s 
Basketball, in the second place position.  
 Other NET Sports productions in our top 10 statewide list were the NSAA Football 

Championships, and Big Red Wrap-Up.   
 The most watched non-sports program was Nebraska Stories. 

o There continues to be significant difference between the Omaha and Lincoln audience 
favorites.  In the Lincoln DMA, Backyard Farmer: 60 Years and Ellen DeGeneres: Mark Twain 
Prize  placed in the top 10, but were missing in the Omaha DMA. 

• Shakespeare project - NET has received a grant to partner with Nebraska Shakespeare, based in Omaha, 
and Flatwater Shakespeare, located in Lincoln, to encourage fresh interest in “the Bard.” Tied to six 
upcoming PBS programs in the Shakespeare Uncovered series, the partners are working together to 
create a variety of media and community-based activities that will continue through next fall.  

o NET Radio will produce ten to twelve Shakespeariences, to break down the barrier between 
reading Shakespeare in school and hearing his work performed.  We’ll also use Friday Live to 
promote upcoming events such as performances from our partners and “Talk Like Shakespeare 
Day.” 

o NET Television will produce a Nebraska Stories segment looking at the behind-the-scenes work 
of Nebraska Shakespeare. NET Television will also create four, animated One Minute 
Shakespeare segments focusing on little knows facts. We’ll also produce four Two Minute 
Shakes featuring Shakespeare-themed skits performed by Nebraska high school students. The six 
Shakespeare Uncovered programs are currently airing on Friday night on NET1/HD and will be 
repeated in April. The project web site will be a great resource throughout the partnership and 
beyond:  
http://netnebraska.org/basic-page/television/shakespeare-uncovered 

o Virtual screenings - NET has received a grant to participate in a national “beta” test of a new 
social media tool developed by ITVS, with funding from the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting.  OVEE is described as “a new social screening platform for watching your favorite 
PBS and local public television programs together, from anywhere, on demand.”  A 
demonstration is available at https://ovee.itvs.org.  Several NET departments, along with Vision 
Maker Media (formerly NAPT) are planning to use this new platform to directly engage with 
new and returning viewers during the next four months 

http://netnebraska.org/basic-page/television/shakespeare-uncovered
https://ovee.itvs.org/


o Independent Lens – We’ve also received a grant from ITVS to promote the new day and time of 
Monday at 9:00 p.m. for Independent Lens.  Three programs from this season will be of special 
interest to our viewers.  The Revisionaries shows how some schools have become a battlefield in 
the culture wars, with textbooks the chosen weapons.  With Nebraska revising its state standards 
for Social Studies this year, parents, teachers, and administrators should find this program highly 
relevant.   Also targeted for special promotion are Wonder Women! The Untold Story of 
American Superheroines. This program should resonate both with Nebraska’s thriving graphic 
artist community, along with those interested in empowering girls and women. The third 
program receiving special promotion is The Undocumented, the story of migrants who have died 
trying to reach a better life in America. More information is available at the ITVS website: 
http://www.itvs.org/ 

 

NET Television Production 

• Nebraska Stories – Our series featuring the arts and humanities across the state is ready for its February 
episode with a range of stories, including a day in the life of photographer Michael Forsberg, as he 
shares his vision of the wild with a group of students in a Grand Island classroom;  Omaha artist Jun 
Kaneko creating startling costumes and groundbreaking, animated stage design for the premiere of 
Mozart’s Magic Flute for Opera Omaha; a dedicated couple working to preserve the Mennonite heritage 
of Henderson; and a young composer, Phillip Smith, at UNO who is earning rave reviews from his 
teachers and his peers. William Stibor interviews Phill on NET Radio’s Friday Live on February 
15th.  The new episode of Nebraska Stories premieres that evening.   

o The April episode will feature a story about the Dust Bowl experience in Nebraska to accompany 
the rebroadcast of the Ken Burns’ series, along with a preview of Remembered Voices, a new 
NET documentary about art and the resilience of the human spirit, and how Omaha was a special 
place for this experience last fall. 

• Nebraska’s Capitol Masterpiece - Writer and producer, Gary Hochman and videographer/editor Tyler 
Kersting are underway editing this new program.  This 30-minute documentary features the State 
Capitol buildings architecture, design and history, which tell a visual story about Nebraska’s people, 
places and ideals. The program will be broadcast in the spring.  

• NET Sports - Big Red Wrap-up returned on January 8th to recap the Capital One Bowl. Though the game 
footage of the Georgia vs. Nebraska game was painful to relive, the remainder of the show was very 
informative.  The one-hour special featured live interviews with Will Compton, senior Husker 
linebacker, and Ben Cotton, senior Husker tight end.  The show also presented a feature segment on 
football-related concussions.  Former Husker and Big Red Wrap-up cohost, Blake Lawrence, described 
his battle with concussions as a member of the football team.  Big Red Wrap-up is back again on 
Thursday, February 7th at 7:00 p.m. for a recruit signing day special.  

o NCAA and NSAA sports coverage will keep the NET Sports team very busy for the remainder 
of January through February: 
 Maverick Hockey – Michigan Tech vs UNO, Friday, February 1 - Live at 7:30 p.m. - NET 

1/HD and live webcast at netNebraska.org  
 Nebraska Women’s Basketball - Minnesota vs Nebraska – Sunday, February 3 at 2:00 p.m. 

on NET-1/HD and BTN.com.   
High School Bowling Championships - Boys and Girls Competition - Recorded Sunday, February 10.  
Airdates TBA 

 NSAA Wrestling Championships - Saturday, February 16 - Live at 3:00 p.m. - NET1/HD & 
live webcast at netNebraska.org 

 NSAA Swimming and Diving Championships - Saturday, February 23 - Live at 11:00 a.m. - 
NET1/HD and live webcast at netNebraska.org 

http://www.itvs.org/


• NET Public Media and Contractual Services - Over the last several years, NET has increased its efforts 
to engage with community partners statewide and to bring in additional revenues through contract 
production work.  The unit responsible for this area is now part of the Content Division. Perry Stoner, 
formerly a senior producer for NET News, was promoted to Executive Producer responsible for the 
group. Highlights from this production team’s work will now be part of our regular content reports. 
Background information on NET Public Media is available on our web site: 
http://www.netnebraska.org/basic-page/television/about-net-public-media 

o Hearing Loss - Penny Costello is producing an NET Public Media program which will examine 
some of the psychological issues that come with hearing loss, and the impacts on family 
members of those experiencing hearing issues. The program is scheduled for production in late 
March, in partnership with the Nebraska Commission for Deaf and Hard of Hearing. 

o Clean Water Solutions - Emily Ceru completed production on this program, which is the second 
of two on the major rehabilitation of the sewer system in  Omaha. The program examines the 
need and financing of the effort, and was produced for and funded by City of Omaha Public 
Works.  

o Entrepreneurship project - Jody Millard continues the editing phase of a production on 
entrepreneurs with the Nebraska Department of Economic Development.  It takes a look at five 
Nebraska entrepreneurs and explains how their businesses got started and how state government 
programs help them grow. 

o Carson Wealth Management – Jody and Stephanie June will produce Carson’s first web 
streaming event of 2013.  It is the second year for this production that includes quarterly live 
streaming episodes and additional edited segments for web placement.  Carson Wealth is an 
Omaha-based firm focused on investment management and wealth planning services. 

o Eldercare - Production has begun on the first of three programs for 2013 on the Eldercare 
project.  The first 2013 episode will be a studio program with an audience.  Jody Millard will 
produce the program tentatively planned for late March or early April.  This is the second year 
for the Eldercare project with the Consortium for Dementia Alternatives partnering in the effort. 

NET News 

• State Legislature – NET has begun its gavel-to-gavel coverage of the 2013 Nebraska Legislature. NET 
News’ veteran legislative reporter Fred Knapp recaps each day’s highlights on NET Radio and NET 
Online.  NET News broadcast live, anchored coverage of the governor’s State of the State address to the 
Legislature on NET Radio, NET Television and NET Online.  This is also the third season for the NET 
News weekly web-only discussion program Capitol Conversations, in which Fred Knapp talks with state 
policy makers about issues facing Nebraskans.  

o NET Radio and Television (NET2) provide live coverage of the President’s State of the Union 
address beginning at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 12. 

• Health care – With interest high on health care in the state, NET News produced Nebraska Health Care: 
Moving Forward, a 30-minute discussion program focusing on health care decisions facing Nebraska. 
The program was hosted by Fred Knapp and included a panel of state senators and experts.  The focus of 
the discussion centered on Nebraska’s decision whether or not to expand Medicaid under the new 
federal health law.  The program was broadcast on NET Radio, NET Television and is archived on NET 
Online. 

• Death penalty documentary – A new 1-hour program, Until He Is Dead, premieres in February and 
examines the history of the death penalty in Nebraska, from the first legal hanging to the introduction of 
the electric chair, through the recent debate over lethal injection.  Produced and reported by Bill Kelly, 
the documentary looks at individual cases and the overall debate surrounding capital punishment. 
Months of research and interviews went into the writing and production of the documentary.  A three-
part NET News Signature Story series on NET Radio will accompany the program.  

• Tornado documentary – To coincide with the 100th anniversary of the 1913 Easter tornadoes that struck 
the Omaha area, we’ll premiere another NET News documentary, Devil Clouds:  Tornadoes Strike 

http://www.netnebraska.org/basic-page/television/about-net-public-media


Nebraska in March. The program chronicles the destruction and devastation caused by one of the worst 
natural disasters to hit the state. Producer/reporter Mike Tobias pieces together the events of the day and 
their long-term impact on that region of the state.  The program will also provide the basis for an NET 
News radio series, a Nebraska Studies module, a segment on Nebraska Stories, and several community 
events. 

• Digital news - NET News has been selected to participate in an extensive digital training program 
offered by NPR.  NET Radio Network Manager Nancy Finken and News Director Dennis Kellogg will 
begin the training with a leadership conference in California in March.  Then for the following eleven 
weeks, NET News staff will work online for one hour a week with NPR staff members covering topics 
including audience behavior and metrics, photography, videography and social media.  NPR will also 
advise NET News on its current digital practices, and suggest ways to improve our product.    

NET Radio 
• Nebraska Concerts – Our weekly series featured encore broadcasts of some of 2012’s best performances 

from Nebraska stages including concerts by The Nebraska Brass, The Nebraska Jazz Orchestra, the 
Moran Woodwind Quintet (UNL faculty), Sharon O’Connell Campbell (UNK faculty), Lincoln’s 
Symphony Orchestra and Nebraska Chamber Players. We also rebroadcast the performance of the 
Nebraska Chamber Player’s “Ashfall” concert that first aired on NET Radio last March.  

o In February there are five new concerts, including performances by the Omaha Symphony, two 
from the Sheldon Friends of Chamber Music series, and two from the Abendmusik: Lincoln 
series.   

 

• Friday Live - Featured segments in January included conversations about the opening of a juried exhibit 
at the West Nebraska Arts Center showcasing original artwork by 17 artists from Nebraska and 
Wyoming; and Lincoln’s Angels Theatre Company presentation of “One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s 
Nest”. In Omaha, Modern Arts Midtown Gallery readied a new show by Lincoln-based artist Merrill 
Peterson. Host William Stibor also talked with the Nebraska Chamber Players about the second half of 
their season with two concerts at the NET Studios in Lincoln in January, and with Ying Zhu about her 
new exhibit at the Museum of Nebraska Art in Kearney.  

 
• Also in January, Friday Live featured UNL Shakespeare scholar Steven Buhler previewing the new 

Shakespeare Uncovered PBS series.  Prof. Buhler will appear on Friday Live several times in the 
coming year as part of NET’s own Shakespeare Uncovered project. He will produce several short 
segments on various Shakespeare-related themes. 

 
  



January 28, 2013 

 

To:         NET Commission and NET Foundation Board 

From:   Stacey Decker, NET Assistant General Manager-Technology 

Re:         January Technology Report 

 

Lower Level Renovation: 

                We continue to work with RDG on the Lower Level Redesign plans. At the beginning of last week the staff 
began to relocate to other areas of the building. The Lower Level area is about 80% vacated at this point which is 
ahead of schedule (100% by February 15).  

Communications will be somewhat challenging as the staff is now distrusted between 4 of 5 floors. The goal of this 
renovation is to develop space that is more accustom to a collaborative group atmosphere. It is our hope this will 
assist in NET attracting new IT/IS talent.  

                As of today we are shooting for a target date of April 1st to begin the renovation and are expected to be 
back in our space by the end of July 2013.  

Live Streaming: 

We’ve been working over the last 3-4 months to change the way we create our live streams for the 
web.  Previously our live streams used Flash, which meant that users who came to our website on certain mobile 
devices were unable to view those streams.  Our web traffic indicates that 15% - 20% of our traffic is mobile; we 
recognized that had become a sizable group of people who weren’t able to access that content.  As of Jan. 1 all of 
our streams are using a new mechanism that uses Flash to desktops, but also provides a mobile stream for those 
users.   

From a technical perspective we are using an in house Wowza Media Server, as well as a second Wowza 
server on Amazon’s EC2 service.  We are still using a CDN (Content Distribution Network) service to repeat our 
Flash streams, and the Wowza server on Amazon is repeating the mobile streams.  All streams are originating from 
the Wowza server in the building and being sent to both of those repeating services. 

By doing this we have created redundancy and expanded our services to include mobile platforms. 

Mobile Apps: 

We’ve also been working towards building our own mobile apps to present NET connect.  After some 
discussions we decided to start by building an app for all of our Nebraska Government streams, which eventually 
will include the Legislature, the Governor’s hearing room, the Supreme Court, Appellate Courts, and the Board of 
Education.   

This project provided us with a very specific set of features so that we could start to learn how this kind of 
development would work, as well as begin to think about the feature set we’d like in an NET app.   

  



In order to try and release the app for this Legislative session we worked with Nebraska Global to create 
the iOS version of an app that is being called “Nebraska Capitol Live” that will display all of that content in an easy 
to use app.  We have submitted that app to Apple’s App Store and are looking forward to its release in the next few 
weeks.  We are working on the Android version ourselves, and hope that will follow the iOS version relatively 
quickly. 

The one feature of this app that will prove to be a beneficial for other content areas is that it distributes live 
content. We designed and built the app generically so that the visuals can be modified to adapt to numerous 
content areas. 

Content Distribution Partners: 

                The technology group continues to work with outside entities who desire content distribution and 
management assistance. In the past I have talked about educational institutions and other venues that have 
discussed having NET provide these services specific to the web and mobile environments. We continue to build 
our staff and technology to align NET very well in the future to provide these services.  

                This past week we reopened talks with Central Community College. We are discussing a technical 
partnership that will bring the Video Conferenced Classes from their 5 campuses into NET via fiber. That content 
will then be recorded and modified then made available back to CCC to provide to their students and faculty. This 
relationship takes advantage of technical investments and resources creating efficiencies and a valuable 
partnership. 

                After we have some traction in this project we will pull together the NET Education Services Department 
and Central Community College to discuss the opportunities now available through this technical relationship.  

FCC Spectrum Auction Update: 

                Public Comments were due by January 25th 2013. Comments will be responded to by March 12th 2013.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Stacey Decker 

 

   

 

 

 

  



UNO Television programming Report   

02/07/13 

 

UNO Broadcast Journalism students are gearing up for another semester of eight newscasts of 
The Omaha News and one city election special on The Mayoral Primary. 

 

The first live newscast will air on Wednesday, February 13th, and the final 'cast will air on April 
13th.  A prime time Omaha News City Election Special will air on Tuesday, April 2nd - probably 
at 7:30 PM. 

 

All will air on NET 2.  (Thanks Terry!) 

 

The Fall 2012 TV Production II class produced features that will be seen in three Inside Art 
episodes. These will air in late January, February and March of 2013.  Once again they will air on 
NET 2. 

 

The features were on topics including glass blowing, a graphics designer, a painter, a sculptor, a 
fire spinner, an art scavenger hunt, interactive theatre, crocheting, perfume making, a singer 
songwriter, a music recording engineer, a wood furniture maker and exotic cupcakes.  (These 
ain’t yer mother’s cupcakes.) 

 

We are about half way through Season 7 of ICU Learning English. We are covering a broad 
range of topics, reaching back to some "survival skills" English and covering those topics in 
different ways. We have a modular approach to the show this season so some shows may 
include a model conversation and comprehension questions, some shows may include a 
vocabulary reinforcement activity to make sure the audience understands the key phrases or 
concepts.  

 

Each show also includes some American slang related to the topic and an "advanced" section 
where we cover some finer point of English usage, grammar or spelling for our more advanced 
learners.  

 

Recent, current and upcoming topics include women and the work place, illness and 
communicating with doctors or caregivers, medicines and basics of understanding important 
terms used in medicine labels such as doses for children vs. adults, topical vs. oral, etc.  



 

In coming weeks we will get into weather emergency terms and basic vocabulary for winter and 
summer, nutrition and hygiene. 

 

ICU began airing on NET 2 in the fall of 2012. 

 

“Consider This…” continues into its 16th year of production.  The program airs weekly on TKN, 
NET 1 and NET 2.   

 

Recent topics were: 

 

Mental Illness, 

The U. S. Fiscal Cliff, 

Social Security, 

PACE or Program of All-inclusive Care for the Elderly, 

Election 2012 Follow Up 

 

Sincerely, 

Jim Adams 

 

 

  



For Immediate Release 

NET Commission’s February Meeting Scheduled 

 

LINCOLN, Neb. (January 29, 2013) -- The Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Commission (NETC) will 
conduct its meeting via videoconference on Thursday, February 7, 2013 beginning at 9:30 a.m. CT.  The 
meeting will originate from the Terry M. Carpenter Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Center, 1800 
North 33rd Street, Lincoln and a videoconference site will be Grand Island Public Library (211 N Washington 
Street). 

 

The Commissioners are scheduled to vote on approval of the minutes of the previous meeting, NET’s second 
quarter budget report and the Principles of Editorial Integrity & Independence.  They will also elect NETC 
Officers and Executive Committee for 2013.  A Finance Committee will be appointed by the chair of the 
Commission.   

 

The Commission meeting agenda is available for inspection during business hours at the Terry M. Carpenter 
Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Center, 1800 North 33rd Street, in Lincoln. 

0- 

CONTACT:  Dee Matulis, 402-472-9333, ext. 311, or e-mail at dmatulis@netnebraska.org  

mailto:dmatulis@netnebraska.org
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